
Brasdor and Wardrop's operation of ligature below it.
We will now take up these in succession—trusting we have not

occupied too much time with the failures of surgery.

CALOMEL IN DYSENTERY.
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

Messrs. Editors,—We hear much talk, in this our day, in deroga-
tion of mercury in all its forms. The common people, in general,
have a sort of superstition about this drug. Some have been in-
duced to regard it as the sum of all medical villanies, and are in-
spired with a holy horror whenever it is spoken of in their hearing.
While, on the other hand, there are those who regard it as neces-
sary in some desperate cases where extraordinary means are re-
quired to stay the hand of death. They think it a most powerful
remedy, which should be used only in very obstinate cases. My
experience with mercury has proved it one of the mildest and
most efficient remedies in the whole list of the materia medica.
In dysentery it is the only remedy that has proved satisfactory in
my hands. Some have recommended "podophullin" as a " substi-
tute " for calomel, especially in this disease. But as a disordered
liver is, in my opinion, the essential part of the affection, my ex-
perience in the use of podophyllin at once forbids its administra-
tion in my practice ; for experiment has proved to my mind that
it has no action whatever upon any of the hepatic organs. Be-
sides, it is nauseating, disagreeable to take, and only augments, in
a most marked degree, the dysenteric pain and discharges. Now
calomel, on the contrary, is easy of administration, easy in its ac-
tion, and certain to act in the right direcliom. With it I have treated
many and severe cases of dysentery—that of my own among oth-
ers—and in not a single instance has it ever failed me ; and in not
a single instance have I ever witnessed any untoward symptoms
from its use, in any disease. In dysentery I commonly use it as
follows:—R. Hydrarg. chlorid. mit., 9j. ; opii pulv., gr. iij. M.
Div. in chart. No. 6. Dose, one powder every three or four hours.
With this I succeed in not only arresting the discharges, but in
curing the disease. Some disapprove of calomel in the " acute
stage " of dysentery, but I have found it of uniform value in all
stages. Let others try it, and report results.

W. G. Bruce, M.D.Barnstable, Mass., Nov., 1861.

Benzoate of Ammonia in Albuminuria.—A correspondent of the Lon-
don Lancet uses the following remedy in cases of anasarca with albumi-
nuria following scarlatina. The draught is intended for a child 6 years
old—the patient's strength to be afterwards recruited by the aminonio-
citrate of iron :—" Benzoate of ammonia, five grains ; spirit of nitrous
ether, fifteen minims ; syrup of tolu, one drachm ; camphor mixture
to one ounce : to be taken three times a day."
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